CHAPTER XII.

FKIENDS AND POEMS.

1868-1877.

THE wave of popularity which, lifted WMttier
into prosperity never subsided, and henceforth he
was free from pecuniary anxiety. The great stress
of public affairs also had been removed, and
though he never relaxed his great interest and
never was without a part in the movements, politi-
cal, philanthropic, and religious, which stirred so-
ciety during the remainder of his life, his sensi-
tive health forbade ardent participation, and there
was no one great and abiding concern like the anti-
slavery struggle to force him into activity. The
tranquillity of the last third of his life was in
marked contrast externally with the tumultuous
middle period, but it was, after all, the outward
sign of his inward peace.

It would be a mistake, however, to suppose that
gentleness was a necessity of his nature; it was
in reality the result of resolute self-control, and
the habitual government of a tempestuous spirit.
He was quick and nervous in movement, but never
otherwise than dignified and graceful. In conver-
sion he spoke slowly and with precision, hesitat-
ing occasionally without the slightest nervousness
for the word he wanted. This must have been the